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News
Staff News

Last survey at Liwonde

Jess, our Research Assistant for Liwonde
National Park came to the end of her 8
month contract with ABC this month. Jess
joined the field bat team in September
2016 and for the majority of her time has
been leading the bat surveying and
managing volunteers in Liwonde National
Park. She has made a huge contribution to
the running of the project and in recent
weeks has also helped to kick start the bat
surveying in some of the other National
parks. She will be missed by staff and
volunteers here at ABC and we wish her the
very best in her future work.

Before the final tents were packed up at
bat camp, the bat team indulged in one
final opportunistic survey in the park.
Although only 4 bats were caught, this
included 4 different species from 3
separate families. The bats caught included
a rufous myotis (Myotis bocagii); Schlieffen’s
twilight bat (Nycticeinops schlieffeni); a
member of the Miniopteridae (longfingered bats); and a Rupell’s horseshoe
bat (Rhinolophus fumigatus). A very
interesting final survey! Though no longer

Fig 2-4: Bats caught at Liwonde in May representing 3 separate families : Rhinolophidae (top left); Miniopteridae (top
right); and Vespertilionidae (above).

Fig. 1: Jess and Godwin showing local children a bat during one of the surveys.

based in the park, the team will be back
each year to conduct surveys in our
permanent survey plots.

Park News

On the road again...

The park bat team continued to be more
mobile this month and managed to carry
out bat surveys across Liwonde National
Park; Vwasa Marsh; Nyika National Park
and even assisted with some more urban
surveys in Lilongwe along the way.

The end of the month saw another big
move as bat camp finally gets re-located
to Vwasa camp in the north. The base will
be a brand new, purpose built camp
consisting of research building, communal
living area and tent accommodation.
Building work on the camp is now in full
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News
swing, the first tents are up and staff and
volunteers have already begun exploring
and surveying the new surroundings.

Fig. 7: New research camp almost complete in Vwaza Marsh

Fig 5: The removals truck fully loaded up and on the way to
Vwasa.

Moving to a new park, especially one
which has not been surveyed before, is a
truly exciting time for ABC. The first
investigative surveys have already revealed
lots of exciting new finds.

Fig. 8: Elephants are a regular visitor, around our new
camp .

Fig. 6: Volunteers David and Minka help to set up harp
traps around the camp site.
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Urban Bat Project News
Dry, cold season begins...
With the wet season now over, the first
surveys of the dry, cold season have now
begun. This will be the first time that any of
our urban monitoring sites have been
surveyed in the dry cold season since the
urban project began in 2016, so it will be
interesting to see how the results compare
with other seasons.
Many species will be mating soon and we
are already noticing social calls during
surveys and potentially also some swarming
behaviour.

Fig 9: Slit-faced bats roosting at Kumbali. You can just make
out the characteristic long ears and bifurcated tail.

This is an extremely exciting find as until now
Nycteris has never been found in Lilongwe
and to find a roost is even better. We very
much look forward to further surveys and
monitoring of this roost in the near future
and as ever, thank Kumbali Lodge for once
again assisting with our ongoing research.

Nycteris roost at Kumbali!
A monitoring visit to the tobacco barns at
Kumbali Lodge resulted in a very exciting
discovery this month. Staff from ABC
returned to Kumbali Lodge on the outskirts
of Lilongwe to carry out a regular visit to the
large Hipposideros roost which is present
within a network of tunnels underneath an
old barn. What members of staff did not
expect to find however were several
Nycteris or slit-faced bats roosting within
one of the separate storage rooms.
Previously only Sundevall’s leaf-nosed bat
(Hipposideros caffer), and a Rhinolophid
species has been found here.
No bats were caught on this occasion,
preventing a full species identification, but
from photographs taken within the storage
unit, the distinctive long ears and
bifurcated tail, a unique feature of the slitfaced bats can clearly be seen.
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Summary of Work Lilongwe
Urban Bat surveys carried out in May 2017

Date

Type

Site Code

Location

Total Bats
Caught

Species Caught

15/05/2017

BMP

LLWO01

Area 3

16

3

16/05/2017

Opportunistic

ROOST01HC

Kumbali Lodge

0

0

ROOST04MS

Area 9

0

0

LLWO05

Lilongwe Wildlife
Centre

11

3

17/05/2017

23/05/2017

Emergence
survey

BMP
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Urban outreach work carried out in May 2017

Date

16/05/2017

17/05/2017

19/05/2017

31/05/2917

Type

Roost visit

Roost visit

Roost visit

Roost visit

District

Lilongwe

Lilongwe

Lilongwe

Lilongwe

Village/Location

Kumbali Lodge

Area 9

Area 47

Area 10

Materials
Distributed

Outcomes

n/a

Regular update visit to
ROOST01HC. No bats caught but
Nycteris bats discovered roosting
within one of the storage units.

n/a

Internal and external inspection of
dwelling house carried out,
followed by an evening
emergence survey. Total of 8 bats
recorded roosting in loft space.

0

Collected bat roost information
assessed the level of conflict and
suggested possible mitigation
measures i.e sweeping bat
droppings.

2 leaflets

Collected bat roost information
assessed the level of conflict and
suggested possible mitigation
measures i.e sweeping bat
droppings. Two households.
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ABC Bat Species List
Locations Caught
No

Latin Name

Common Name

1

Chaerephon sp.

Free-tailed bats

2

Chaerephon ansorgei

Ansorge’s free-tailed bat

X

3

Chaerephon pumilus

Little free-tailed bat

X

4

Eidolon helvum

African straw-coloured fruit bat

5

Epomophorus crypturus

Peters's epauletted fruit bat

X

6

Epomophorus labiatus

Little epauletted fruit bat

X

7

Epomophorus wahlbergi

Wahlberg's epauletted fruit bat

X

8

Epomops dobsonii

Dobson’s epauletted fruit bat

9

Eptesicus hottentotus

Long-tailed serotine

10

Glauconycteris variegata

Variegated butterfly bat

11

Hipposideros caffer

Sundevall's leaf-nosed bat

12

Hipposideros gigas

Giant leaf-nosed bat

13

Hipposideros ruber

Noack's leaf-nosed bat

X

14

Laephotis botswanae

Botswana long-eared bat

X

15

Lissonycteris goliath

Harrison’s soft-furred fruit bat

16

Mimetillus thomasi

Thomas's flat headed bat

X

17

Miniopterus sp.

long-fingered bats

X

X

18

Mops condylurus

Angolan free-tailed bat

X

X

19

Mops niveiventer

White-bellied free-tailed bat

20

Myotis bocagii

Rufous myotis

X

21

Myotis tricolor

Temminck's myotis

X

22

Myotis welwitschii

Welwitsch's myotis

X

23

Neoromicia sp.*

Pipistrelles

X

X

X

24

Neoromicia nana

Banana bat

X

X

X

25

Neoromicia rendalli

Rendall's serotine

X

26

Nycteris grandis

Large slit-faced bat

X

27

Nycteris macrotis

Large-eared slit-faced bat

X

28

Nycteris thebaica

Egyptian slit faced bat

X

29

Nycticeinops schlieffeni

Schlieffen's twighlight bat

X

X

30

Pipistrellus sp.*

Pipistrelles

X

X

31

Pipistrellus rueppellii

Ruppell's pipistrelle

X

32

Rhinolophus clivosus

Geoffroy’s horseshoe bat

33

Rhinolophus fumigatus

Ruppell's horseshoe bat

X

34

Rhinolophus hildebrandtii

Hildebrandt's horseshoe bat

X

35

Rousettus aegyptiacus

Egyptian rousette

X

36

Scotoecus hindei/albigula

Dark-winged lesser house bat

X

37

Scotophilus dinganii

Yellow-bellied house bat

Liwonde
Park

Surrounding
Villages

Lilongwe

Other

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

8

X

X

X

X
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ABC Bat Species List
Locations Caught
No

Latin Name

Common Name

38

Scotophilus leucogaster

39

Liwonde
Park

Surrounding
Villages

White-bellied house bat

X

X

Scotophilus viridis

Green house bat

X

X

40

Scotophilus nigrita

Giant yellow house bat

X

41

Tadarida aegyptica

Egyptian free-tailed bat

X

42

Tadarida ventralis

Giant free-tailed bat

X

43

Taphozous mauritianus

Mauritian tomb bat

44

Triaenops afer

African trident bat

Lilongwe

Other

X
X

9

X

BMP Sites in Liwonde NP

10

BMP Sites in Lilongwe

To LLWO06
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ABC Sponsors & Partners
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